
Abstraction indicates a departure from reality in art. Abstraction exists 
along a continuum. At one end is f igurative and representational (or realis-
tic) art.  At the other is totally abstract art.  The departure from accurate 
representation can be slight, partial, or complete, but many modern art 
movements contains partial abstraction.  Among these would be fauv-
ism in w hich color is conspicuously and deliberately altered, and cubism, 

which blatantly alters the form. 

It is diff icult to determine the beginning of abstraction.  Much primitive art is 
abstract.  In Western painting it can be seen as a gradual transition from 
impressionism to post impressionism through to the f irst fully abstract 
works by Kandinsky and peers around 1910.  Interestingly these changes 
coincide with the development of the camera.  It is postulated that the suc-
cess of the camera to achieve strong f igurative representation led artists to 

explore the opposite end of the spectrum. 

In photography it was perhaps ManRay who f irst intended to create ab-
stract images.  Minimalist, cubist and surrealist images may all be partly 
abstract.  However some consider photography abstract only when there 
is no clue as to the original form that created the image.  This may be 
achieved through de-focussing the image, or motion blurring or minamilist 
compositions, leaving out important details and concentrating on texture 
and form.  It is interesting that both aerial photography and macro photog-
raphy may both achieve abstract qualities.  As art, abstract images still 
f inds a critical audience, however there has been a growing demand for 

abstract images as backgrounds for graphic art and as elements in design. 

ABSTRACTION 

EXERCISE—Abstraction 

1. Take your camera around the house 

and look for patterns.  The pattern may 

be in a texture, in a shadow, in the 

negative space between objects.  Try 

and photograph the pattern without 

alluding to the objects that created 

those patterns.  

2. Take a photograph on a slow shutter 

speed and move the camera.  Don’t 

just move up and down.  Experiment 

with different movements.  Try rotating 

the camera. 


