
Is this photography or graphic art?  I’m not sure where you draw the divid-
ing line.  These images are usually heavily edited and enhanced in order to 
create the “grunge effect”.  This effect can be described as dark, dirty, old, 

gloomy and definitely has an eerie vibe to it.   

“Grunge photography goes far beyond what the naked eye perceives 

and brings with it a dimension of frightening and powerful emotions.”   

To my eye it looks like the style utilises  HDR treatment of details along 
with textural overlay, contrast enhancement, heavy vignetting and a re-
striction of the colour palate.  Many subjects are very dark, almost sihou-
eted against forboding textured backgrounds.  I had not realised that this 

was a formal style until I discovered this web page.   

http://www.webdesignerdepot.com/2009/08/100-striking-examples-of-

grunge-photography/ 

Grunge photography is commonly used by movie studios to promote popu-
lar movies.  It aims to give the viewer a feeling of dread or fear.  Typical 
subjects include people, architecture, particularly gothic and industrial as 
well as car wrecks and machinery.  When photographing people there is a 
taste for the gothic, as well as for grunge fashion.  People are likely to look 
angry, scared, disengaged, even remote. There is no room for joy or hap-
piness here.  The images to my mind exhibit a sense of play and humour, 
portraying sometimes familiar objects  as if  they were scenes from a gothic 

novel or suspense movie. 

GRUNGE 

EXERCISE—Grunge 

Take a photograph of a statue.  Per-

haps an angel in a cemetery.  Use a 

dramatic angle.   

In the computer overlay this image with 

a photograph of a tule curtain, or old 

paint, or ageing timber. (or all three) 

Increase the contrast of the image and 

play around with the colour balance to 

create a strong mood.   

In a separate layer draw a thick black 

line around the edges of the image and 

blur it until it creates a strong vignette. 


