
Op art, also known as optical art, is a style of visual art that makes use 

of optical illusions.  

 "Optical art is a method of painting concerning the interaction between il lusion 

and picture plane, between understanding and seeing."    

Op art works are abstract, with many of the better known pieces made in black 

and white. When the viewer looks at them, the impression is given of move-

ment, hidden images, flashing and vibration, patterns, or alternatively, of 

swelling or warping.   

The classic Op Art images have analogues in the natural world.  The abstract 

patterns of repeated posts of a fence line or of reflected lines on water.  It is 

possible to go and find stunning visual effects if you have a keen eye.   

However there is also another world of optical images.  The genre of trick pho-

tography uses illusion created by clever angles and compression of perspec-

tive.  Like Alice in wonder land you can shrink or grow objects.  You can su-

perimpose objects to make them look as though they are related when they 

are not.  Simply turning a picture on it’s side can change the whole look of a 

scene. 

Often taken to be quirky or trivial, there is in fact a lot of skil l required to pull off 

a good illusion image. 

OP ART and ILLUSION 

EXERCISE—Illusion 

Look at some good il lusion images and 

try and imitate the style.  For instance 

1. Seat some people the wrong way 

round on a low brick wall.  Turn the 

picture on its side to create the il lusion 

that they are sitting on the edge of a 

precipice. 

2. Float a paper clip on water 

3. Imitate the classic—”holding the 

leaning tower of Pisa up” photo.  Line 

your subject up with a distant monu-

ment or building.  Make it look as if 

they were touching. 


