
Photojournalism is a particular form of journalism that creates images in order to 
tell a news story. It refers principally to still  images rather than video. It is distin-
guished from other close branches of photography (e.g., documentary, social doc-
umentary, street photography or celebrity photography) by complying with a rigid 
ethical framework which demands that the work is both honest and impartial, whilst 
telling the story in journalistic terms. It’s characteristic include; Timeliness — the 
images have meaning in the context of a recently published record of events. Ob-
jectivity — the situation implied by the images is a fair and accurate representa-
tion of the events they depict in both content and tone.  Narrative — the images 
combine with other news elements to make facts relatable to the viewer or reader 

on a cultural level. 

Like a writer, a photojournalist is a reporter but he or she must often make deci-
sions instantly and carry photographic equipment, often while exposed to signifi-

cant obstacles (e.g., physical danger, weather, crowds). 

The "Golden Age of Photojournalism" is often considered to be roughly the 1930s 
through the 1950s.[12] It was made possible by the development of the commer-
cial 35mm Leica camera in 1925, and the first flash bulbs between 1927 and 1930 

that allowed the journalist true flexibility in taking pictures.  

Famous photographers of the era included Robert Capa, Romano Cagnoni, Alfred 

Eisenstaedt, Margaret Bourke-White and W. Eugene Smith. 

Henri Cartier-Bresson is held by some to be the father of modern photojournalism, 
although this appellation has been applied to various other photographers, such 
as Erich Salomon, whose candid pictures of political figures were novel in the 

1930s.   

Today many photojournalistic images sit in art galleries along side fine art photo-

graphs. 

PHOTOJOURNALISM 

EXERCISE—Phojournalism 

Check out the newspaper.  What’s go-

ing on at the moment.  Is there a 

march (Anzac Day) or a festival, 

(Wooden Boats), a concert, an open-

ing, a show or a commemoration? 

Take your camera and capture the mo-

ment.  Try and get close to the action.  

Choose a lens that will be suitable for 

the occasion.  Also take pictures of 

people attending the occasion. (the 

crowd) What is their experience like. 

Take a lot of pictures and select just 5 

that capture the essence or the mood 

of what was happening. 


